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1. Think before you search.
a. What is my topic? 
b. What do I know about it already? 
c. How does it fit with the course themes and objectives? 
d. How can I examine this topic in this discipline? 



2. Explore your topic. 
a. Get to know the facts and vocabulary: what – where – when – who
i. Review your course materials to start
ii. Preliminary general research can help you plan





3. Develop questions to refine your topic and direct your research.






4. Create a list of key words and synonyms for your search. Consider scale (specific and more general), alternative terms, similar contexts. 






5. Identify useful sources for research. 
a. What kind of sources do you need to understand the topic and answer your questions? 
b. What are the research requirements of the assignment? 
c. Where will I find these resources? 
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